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For any student with at least a GCSE Mathematics grade 4

A course that will develop valuable 

mathematics skills

Excellent preparation for university

Maths you will face in life 

and in the workplace

Supports the learning of maths in other courses 

What is Core Maths?

Versatile qualification equal in size to an AS level

𝒚
𝒙

£

CV

Interesting, engaging and relevant to the world we live in 
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Main Content of Core Maths

▪ Financial Maths

▪ Statistics & Probability

▪ Critical Analysis 

▪ Modelling (spreadsheets) 

▪ Estimation
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What is Core Maths like?
How much domestic water does 

the UK require                         

every year?

A newly qualified teacher earns 

£23,000 per year, has no student 

loans, and pays 7.4% of their 

salary into a pension scheme.

What is the teacher’s net monthly 

salary after tax and national 

insurance contributions?

The speed of cars driving down a 

road with a speed limit of 50mph 

is recorded.  The mean speed 

was 47mph and the standard 

deviation of the speeds 5mph.  

What percentage of the cars were 

breaking the speed limit?

A genetic disease occurs in one in 

every 10,000 people.  A test for 

the disease is accurate 98% of the 

time.  If you are tested and the

result is positive, what are the 

chances of you actually having the 

disease?
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▪ A minimum of a grade 4 in GCSE 

Mathematics, and in GCSE English 

(Language) or GCSE English (Literature), 

AND 

▪ A minimum total GCSE points score of 39 for 

the best eight individual GCSE subjects, 

AND 

▪ To be studying 3 A Level subjects.

Level 3 (Core) Maths 

course requirements:
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2845

4777

5698

8260

8705

10588

10915

11451

11701

12426

14966

17539
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21584

30198
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38987

41837

44864

56026

64296
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65255

94168

Irish

ICT

German

Classics

Music

French

Spanish

Design & Tech

Drama/ Exp Arts

PE

Law

Computing

Further Maths

RE

Politics

Media Std

Geography

Economics

Business

Physics

Sociology

Art/Design

History

Chemistry

English

Biology

Psychology

Mathematics

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

2931 5376 6849 9027 11792

Core Maths entries
First cohort of students examined in 2016

2020 UK A level entries by subject (JCQ data)
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Maths in other A levels

£ (at least 20%)

(at least 10%)

(at least 5%)

Business

Psychology

Biology

Economics

Geography

Sociology

PE

(no specific percentage but geographical skills include quantitative 

and qualitative skills equally)

(at least 10%)

(at least 10%)

(no specific percentage but you will be analysing data)



RB Version1 21/09/20

What are the career opportunities?
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Source: Review of Post-16 Mathematics

What are the career opportunities?

“Quantitative skills are required in a wide range of occupations and 

activities, embracing not only the mathematical and physical 

sciences but also the social sciences, the humanities and the 

creative arts. Mathematics is now intrinsic to some aspects of the 

creative arts… and learned societies argue that students across 

the sciences, social sciences and humanities need significant 

quantitative skills, and these should be a central component of 

their education.”

Professor Sir Adrian Smith

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630488/AS_review_report.pdf
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University entry requirements

In some cases a qualification in Core Maths or 

or A level Mathematics/Further Mathematics 

will reduce the grades required for entry to a 

degree course in a related subject

Look at the entry requirements on an 

individual university’s website for the 

degree subjects that you might be 

interested in

Visit 

www.ucas.com 

for additional 

information
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Exemplar University Alternative Offers

▪ Applies to all degrees that do not require A level Maths

▪ For students achieving a grade B in Core Maths

▪ Or grade B in AS or A level Maths or AS or A level 

Statistics if studied in addition to 3 subjects.

Typical offer A level Alternative offer A level

A*AA AAA

AAA or A*AB AAB

AAB ABB

University of Bath

Courses: Architecture, Business Courses, Biosciences, 

Chemistry, Pharmacy, Education, Health and Sport degrees, 

Languages, Politics, Psychology, and Social Sciences
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The University of Sheffield

From September 2019, if we offer you a place on 

certain courses with a GCSE Maths requirement, 

and you're taking a Core Maths qualifications, we'll 

make you an alternative offer equivalent to one A 

Level grade below the standard entry requirements 

for your course, subject to you achieving a specific 

grade in Core Maths.

Taken from https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/apply/access#

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/apply/access
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The University of Sheffield

BSc Psychology:  AAB including 1 specified science, or ABB, including 1 

specified science + A in Core Maths

BSc Quantitative Social Sciences:  ABB or BBB + B in Core Maths

BA Architecture:  AAA with at least one acceptable subject, or AAB with at 

least one acceptable subject + B in Core Maths

BSc Biomedical Science:  AAB, including two science subjects, or ABB, 

including two science subjects + B in Core Maths

Core Maths
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The University of York

If you achieve B or higher in Core Maths, you may 

be eligible for an alternative offer up to one A level 

grade (or equivalent) below our typical offer.

This applies to a wide range of courses including

Biology, Business and Management, History of Art, 

Midwifery Practice, Music, Philosophy, Social Work
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Other sources of information
AMSP website www.amsp.org.uk

Maths Careers website  www.mathscareers.org.uk

Apprenticeship websites e.g. www.amazingapprenticeships.com

Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) www.ucas.com

Russell Group Universities www.informedchoices.ac.uk

Tomorrow’s Engineers www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk

The Institute of Physics (IOP) www.iop.org

Nrich www.nrich.org.uk

http://www.amsp.org.uk/
http://www.mathscareers.org.uk/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk/
http://www.iop.org/
https://nrich.maths.org/

