
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.09.26 
Dear Parents, Carers, Students,  
Staff and Friends of the School 
 
I will start by giving my congratulations to the A level and GCSE 
students that did so well in their examinations. The A level results were some of the best in recent history. 
GSCE students also performed with excellence. Crucially, most of our young people are moving on to their 
first choice of ‘next step’, whether that’s university, college, 6th form, apprenticeship or employment-based 
training. Whatever their next step, and as per the mission statement, we hope that our students leave us 
as morally informed and compassionate young leaders. They are all in our thoughts and prayers! 
 
It’s hard to believe that we have almost completed the second week of the school year. Hopefully, by now, 
the back-to-school nerves have subsided, and your children and young people have found their stride, 
developing strong routines. For some this will take time and our patience is important. Put simply, five 
lessons a day is tiring.  
 
I have been impressed by the resilience of all our new starters, especially those in year 7. We are conscious 
that some of our 50 feeder schools are small rural settings. For some students, Notre Dame must feel like a 
different World! I hope it will quickly feel like a home from home for all. A school all students are proud to 
attend and represent.  
 
As ever, there has been significant investment in the site over the summer, with improvements to outdoor 
spaces, new toilet blocks and a brand-new classroom in St Mary’s. I hope that our young people feel valued 
and cared for. Notre Dame is their school, and I have asked them to look after the site and therefore the 
staff that clean and maintain the campus. 
 
Today is an important day, taking Y7 to Y12 to the Cathedral is not an easy logistical operation. As I write 
this, I am hopeful that the public will be patient with us. It is always an incredible occasion & the most well 
attended Mass of the year at the Cathedral. We are privileged to have such supportive Parish communities 
working with us. I will use the occasion to repeat my message that we must be ‘beacons of hope’ in a 
World that can seem chaotic, at times violent and fractured by inequality. Our message is always one of 
Faith, Hope and Love, but as St Paul taught us, 
above all Love. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Tom Pinnington – Headteacher 

"Ah! qu’il est bon le bon Dieu" 

"How good is the Good God!" 

School Motto from Saint Julie Billiart 

(Foundress of the Notre Dame Order) 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Parent/Carers:  
We Need You! 
 
The PTFA at Notre Dame is a small but wonderfully 
friendly group of parents and carers who work 
together to support fundraising projects that enrich 
our children’s school experience and environment.  

 
From providing benches where students can enjoy their lunch, to helping fund school trips and supporting whole 
school events, the PTFA plays a warm and active role in the NDHS community. We also volunteer at occasions like 
the Christmas concert and organise the Year 7 new starters’ barbecue for families.  
 
We meet once a month on the dates listed below, and we’d love to welcome new members - you don’t need to 
attend every meeting to be part of the team. If you’d like to join us and help us to support these opportunities, 
please let us know by emailing us at ptfandhs@gmail.com. 
 
Our meeting dates for this year are below: 
 

• 16th September 2026 

• 21st October 2026 

• 18th November 2026 

• 16th December 2026 

• 20th January 2027 

• 24th February 2027 

• 17th March 2027 

• 21st April 2027 

• 19th May 2027 

• 16th June 2027 

• 14th July 2027 
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St John the Baptist Cathedral  
First Holy Communion and 

Confirmation Programmes 2026-27  
 

The online registration form for this academic year’s 
programme is now available on the cathedral website  – 
please click on the link in the parish newsletter, or scan 
the QR code below. 
 
Deadline 15th Sept.  Spaces are 
limited.  Applications after the 
deadline will be invited to apply 
again in the following year.  
 
We look forward to meeting 
you soon.  
 

  



 


