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Editorial and Thank You 

 

The first thank you goes to you - the 

reader! For picking up a copy of our 

magazine and giving it a read. With 

this issue of PULP, our brilliant 

writers have brought you topics 

from the cultural to film and TV so 

thereôs bound to be a topic that 

interests you.  

 

Our team has worked hard to 

produce this magazine not just by 

writing, but by formatting the 

design, creating puzzles and riddles 

for you to solve, and keeping the 

team organised. We made this 

magazine because of our collective 

passion for sharing our interests 

and stories, and weôre so grateful to 

you for giving us that opportunity.  

 

Thank you for supporting us! We 

hope to see you in the next issue.  

 

- The PULP team 

 

Organised by:  

Isabella Brown 

E. Eburne 

Tess Graham 

 

Edited by:  

E. Eburne 

Adrian Patterson 

Amelia Humphreys-Piercy  

 

Graphic Design by:  

Isabella Brown 

E. Eburne 

Tess Graham 

 

With articles by: 

Amber Aitken 

Isabella Brown  

E. Eburne 

Lilianne Isitt 

Leona Mathias  

Adrian Patterson 

L 

Tristan Sykes 

 

And special thanks to:  

Mr Pritchard 
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Culture 

Could we even call it 
evolution - or have we 
lost out on a festival that 
used to have a far more 
spiritual meaning? 

 
Samhain (a Gaelic word, 
pronounced Sow-win) is 
a Pagan festival, which 
in itself originated 
from a Celtic spiritual 
tradition. The name 
Samhain translates 
to ñsummerôs endò. 
Typically it is 
celebrated across 
October 31st and 
November 1st to 
welcome the 
harvest and bring 
forth the ñdark half 
of the yearò. Those 
who celebrate it believe 
that the veil between the 

physical and spiritual world 
breaks down and becomes 
thinner during this time. Little 
is known about the activities 
associated with Samhain 
specifically, as over time it was 
phased out as Christianity rose 
in popularity. However, what 
little we do know about 
Samhain has been derived 
from scrolls of Irish monks. 
The observance of Samhain 
included: Stocking up 
essentials for the winter 
months, killing cattle 
and then disposing  
of the bones in  
ñbone firesò - which is 
thought to be the 
origin of the term 
bonfiresò. Because the 
veil between the 
physical world and the 

spirit realm was thinner,  

4ÈÅ /ÒÉÇÉÎÓ ÏÆ (ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÅÎ 
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How did the 2000 year old tradition of Samhain evolve into 
the modern and commercialised Halloween of today?  

there was a danger that harm-
ful spirits would pass through 
into the physical world. In or-
der to avoid the threat of the 
spirits, people wore masks and 
costumes to blend in with the 
demons - thus avoiding harm. 
Therein lies the origin of 
ñdressing upò, and it offers an 



 

 

 

explanation as to why 
usually more frightening 
caricatures are favoured 
during the holiday. Of course 
the holiday naturally included 
a gathering in the community 
for feasting and drinking. 
While this went on 
everyone took time to 
feel the presence of their 
lost loved ones. 

Christianity quickly became 
largely influential across the 
UK and this changed the way 
that the holiday was 
celebrated. Instead, 
people 
commemorated  
ñAll Hallows Eveò and it 
was a night of fasting, 
vigil and prayer in 
preparation for 
honouring the Christian 
Saints the next day. 
Bonfires were still lit (but 
in honour of Christian 
Heroes instead) and the 
turning of seasons was still 
observed only then in 
celebration of the glory of 
Christ rather than focusing 
on natural world and the 
enhanced connection to the 
spirit realm. 
 
There was a shift in focus 
again as Halloween continued 
to evolve. The centre of 
attention was no longer on 
spirituality or religion, but 
more a generalised holiday 
that was aimed at the youth. 
This shift was arguably due to 
the introduction of 
Halloween in the United 
States.  

 
America has become known 
for its extravagant Halloween 
parties and house decor. But 
how did this come about? 

Halloween was introduced in 
the US in the late 19th and 
early 20th century by Irish 
immigrants. However ñAll 
Saints Dayò, as it was 
previously known, came with 

pranks and mischief 
- often ending in 
violence. The 
Great 
Depression 
was said to 

have 
exacerbated this issue, with 
Halloween mischief devolving 
into vandalism and in some 
instances - assault. So the 
American people began to 
organise the holiday in order 
to try and prevent rowdy 
behaviour. In the 1920s 
American cities planned 
parades, parties and costume 
contests in order to make 
Halloween into a more 
controlled and safe 
community event, rather than 
it being an excuse for people 
to vandalise and wreak havoc. 
This plan of organisation was 
successful and so the modern 
ñHalloweenò was born. 
However, during the 
outbreak of World War  
Two, trick or treating fell 
into the shadows due to 

rations on sugar (which  
led to there not being many 
treats to hand around). The 
post- war baby boom brought 
America and Halloween back 
on track, as the sugar no 
longer had restraints and 
Halloween began to rise again 
in popularity. The day itself is 
considered the nationôs 
second largest commercial 
holiday and it is estimated 
that 3.1 Billion US Dollars are 
spent on ñHalloween 
Candyò alone. Companies 
soon began to sell Halloween 
products like cards, sweets 
and costumes. So - Halloween 
had been commercialised. 

 
Have we lost all traces of 
the old Halloween? Well, 
traditional Halloween is still 
deeply important to ñNeo - 
Pagansò, who still uphold the 
values and traditions that 
were observed in Samhain. 
But even without Neo - 
Pagans and modern day 
witches, the traditions of 
dressing up behind masks 
and costumes, incorporating 
spiritual creatures reflects the 
original feeling and traditions 
of those celebrating Samhain. 
So threads of the ñoriginal 
Halloweenò still shine 
through, even if it has started 
to slide into a world of 
business, profit and 
consumerism. Do you think 
that we have come to an era 
where the elements of history 
over time have reached a 
balance, or do you feel we 
have lost the spiritual 
nature of the holiday?   
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Film and TV 

Adaptations are always hard to 
get right; there is already a 
substantial, age-old fan base 
established, with thousands of 
different and contradicting 
opinions. When a story has 
already touched the hearts of 
so many - is there any way to 
successfully build on it? The 
answer varies. But the fact is 
that fans can be ruthless, no 
matter what. 
 
Last year saw the release of the 
live action Little Mermaid. 
And then a wave of 
criticisms fuelled by 
racism and misogyny - 
all directed at Halle 
Bailey, the actress 
for Ariel and an 
extremely talented 
woman of colour.  
 
Soon after this, 
Rachel Zegler 
emerged as the 
live action Snow 
White and 

received hate online for 
statements she made during 
interviews.  
 
On press for óShazam! Fury of 
the Godsô, Zegler was asked 
why she decided to join the DC 
universe. Zegler replied, ñI 
needed a job.ò And recently, 
Zegler claimed that the 
original Snow White was 
outdated and that her Snow 
White wonôt óneed a man to 
save herô. Because of these 
statements Zegler was labelled 
as ungrateful and anti-
feminist. The internet has 
since compared this 
situation to a similar yet 
completely different 
interaction that a male 
actor experienced. In 
an interview with 
Jacob Elordi, most 
notably known for 
his roles in 
óEuphoriaô and 
óSaltburnô. He was 
asked why he chose 

his role and he replied ñI need 
a jobò. Unlike Zegler, this 
resulted in him being labelled 
as órealô and ódown to earthô. 
And, regarding Zeglerôs other 
comment, I feel safe in saying 
that a movie (Snow White) 
originally made in 1938 is, in 
fact, outdated.  
 
I have since seen the trailer for 
the live action Snow White 
(coming to theatres in 2025). 
It was...questionable to say the 
least. Still, Disneyôs execution 
of subpar CGI and costume 
design is not an excuse to 
completely condemn a talented 
actress of colour.  
 
Soon after this, Leah Sava 

4ÈÅ #ÙÃÌÅ ÏÆ 
!ÄÁÐÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ 
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Jeffries was casted as the 
white) book character, 
Annabeth Chase.  
I have spoken numerous 
times on the injustice of the 
hate she continues to receive.  
 
And now, Nico Parker 
(known for her role as Sarah 
in óThe Last of Usô) has been 
casted for the role of Astrid in 
the upcoming óHow to Train 
Your Dragonô live action.  
As expected, there was an 
unfortunate flood of hate 
directed at the young actress 
of colour. And I, for one, am 
getting tired of this cycle.  
 
Some critics have cried out, 
óUnrealistic!ô because óall 
Vikings were whiteô. So, they 
all had dragons as well, did 
they? Moreover, the Vikings 
were largely Celtic, Nordic, 
Scandinavian etc, yet the 

majority of the voice actors in 
the original, animated films 
were American (Not to 
mention, America Ferrara, 
the original voice actor for 
Astrid, is a woman of colour).  
 
All this to say, criticisms 
based on accuracy are 
completely baseless when the 
adaptations include 
fantastical things such as; 
mermaids, talking mirrors, 
centaurs or dragons.  
Whoôs to say a mermaid canôt 
be black? Have you ever met 
one? 
 
Yes, there are arguably too 
many remakes being made at 
the moment. Original stories 
with people of colour in 
leading roles serve as a much 
better form of representation 
than people of colour playing 
characters that were 

previously white. However, to 
an extent, I believe actors 
should be allowed to play any 
character - no matter their 
race - Especially if the colour 
of the characterôs skin is not 
central to their story! And the 
overproduction of remakes is 
by no means an excuse to 
harass actors of colour.  
 
Itôs ok if the remake is not 
completely accurate - thatôs 
why we have the original 
story and that is what fans 
need to learn. 
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Check out the live-
action adaptation of 
óHow To Train  
Your Dragonô 

 
ðComing to cinemas 
in June 2025! 



 

 

Sports 

-ÁÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒ #ÉÔÙ 7ÉÎÓ 
About the author: 

Ak® stabs home late on 
to send Blues through 
to the 5th round     

The 9,000 travelling 
Manchester City supporters 
watched on gleefully as they 
saw their side finally score, 
and win, at the Tottenham 
Hotspur Stadium. City started 
brightly, dominating the play 
in the first 5 minutes and 
even had the ball in the net 
through a close range Oscar 
Bobb tap in. However, a 
marginal offside call resulted 
in the 20 year old being 
denied what wouldôve been 
his second goal in two games. 
An end to end encounter then 
ensued with both sides 
moving the ball up the pitch 
quickly: Spurs often choosing 
to bypass the midfield press 
by going long to Richarlison 
whilst City looked to find 
Foden and Alvarez in between 
the lines. Guardiolaôs men 
looked to be the more 
promising  of the two sides as 
they continued to play their 

possession based football, 
exemplified by a move 
starting from their own 
penalty area which finally 
resulted in a mishit cross 
from Josko Gvardiol. The 
Croatian, along 
with  Englandôs Kyle Walker, 
occupied high and wide 
positions whilst City had 
possession in an attempt to 
stretch the Spurs midfield 
three and create space for the 
likes of Foden and Kovacic. 
Spurs then responded with 
some quick attacking play, 
looking to exploit the pace of 
Werner, Richarlison and 
Johnson in behind the City 
defence but an interception 
from Walker and a high 
sweep from Stefan Ortega 
denied The Lilywhite's of any 
clear cut chances. The game 
was then halted at the 30 
minute mark due to 
difficulties with one of the 
linesmanôs technology. City 
looked to end the half on a 
high note with Kovacic and 
Bobb both having shots 
blocked inside the  box, the 

latter by a last ditch sliding 
challenge from ex- City talent 
Pedro Porro. Phil Foden then 
whistled a volley past 
Vicarioôs right post but by the 
end of the six minutes of 
added time the two sides were 
still level going into the break. 
 

City began the second half  on 
the front foot and had the first 
major chance of the game: 
Bobb delivering a ball to 
Alvarez at the back post who 
took just too long to pull the 
trigger- allowing Van de Ven 
to fly across and deny the shot 
with an outstanding piece of 
defending. However it was 
Spurs who had the next goal 
scoring opportunity, this time 
it was Brennan Johnson 
racing onto a through ball but 
he couldnôt lift it over the 
onrushing Ortega who 
smothered the shot with his 
body. Kovacic and Udogie 
both picked up bookings for 
cynical fouls before the first 
substitutions of the game 
were made by the away side 
on 65 minutes ; Alvarez and 
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Bobb departing for De 
Bruyne and Doku. Cityôs 
defensive stalwart Ruben 
Dias also received a yellow 
card from Paul Tierney 
followed almost immediately 
by the the long awaited return 
of Spursô chief playmaker 
James Maddison- who 
alongside Oliver Skipp- 
replaced Johnson and 
Bentancur to loud  cheers 
from the home supporters. 
The introduction of both 
sides' main creative spark 
increased the tempo of the 
game with Rodri making an 
important challenge on 
Udogie on the edge of his own 
box before Bernardo Silva 
went down in the box 
searching for a penalty which 
he would not  be awarded. 
With the substitution of 
Alvarez, City had moved to a 
system where De Bruyne was 
playing as the False 9 and it 

was to the Belgian that the 
next chance came; Pierre-
Emile Hßjbjerg giving the ball 
away on the edge of his own 
box but Cityôs number 17 
could not convert this golden 
opportunity, firing the ball 
just wide of the post. At the 
other end, Timo Werner 
looked to be clean through on 
Stefan Ortegaôs goal but an 
incredible show of pace from 
Walker allowed the 
Englishman to recover 
possession before Werner 
could shoot.  The Citizensô 
winner came in the final two 
minutes of the 90, Kevin De 
Bruyne whipped an 
inswinging corner directly 
onto Vicario who, plagued by 
the interference of Ruben 
Dias stood next to him, 
flapped at the delivery and it 
was stabbed in by Nathan Ak® 
from a yard out. Vicario- 
alongside his teammates- 

rushed to Paul Tierney 
demanding a free kick but to 
no avail, with the Italian shot 
stopper even picking up a 
booking for his troubles. 
Ak®ôs finish marked the first 
ever goal scored by City at the 
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium, 
despite the over 100 shots 
that had been taken by the 
Blues since the stadiumôs 
opening in 2019. 5 minutes of 
added time were allocated 
and the City fanôs joyfully 
embraced in a three-tiered 
óPoznanò as their players 
expertly ran down the clock 
in the corner of the Spursô 
half. The full time whistle 
marked a brilliant occasion 
for Pep Guardiola and his 
side as they finally fulfilled an 
ambition that had avoided 
them for so long- a victory in 
the white half of North 
London. 
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1) What can you 

break, even if you 

never pick it up or touch it? 

2) A man who was outside in the rain 

without an umbrella or hat didn't 

get a single hair on his head wet. 

Why? 

3) I shave every day, but my beard 

stays the same. What am I? 

4) What canôt talk but will reply when 

spoken to? 

5) The more of this there is, the less 

you see. What am I? 

6) What gets bigger when more is taken away? 

Autumn Wordsearch 

Puzzle Page 

Puzzle page answers on page 35 

LEAVES 

HARVEST 

BONFIRE 

COZY 

PUMPKIN 

CINNAMON 

SOUP 

SCARF 

SQUIRREL 

ACORNS 

PINECONE 

RUSTLING 

FOG 

Z G U S T L I N Q U R R E T 

F P L I N R Y F O G O N P B 

O K M E H R Z S N L K Z Y O 

C I N N A M O N G P U C N N 

H R O Z S V B Q O I M T G F 

F A Y P O R E T U N S V F I 

U C R K U V A S A E N H A R 

B O N V P M Q L V C Q C T E 

N R S Z R U P R Z O G R I L 

I N C I I K A K Y N T F R T 

K S A R E H F R I E A V Q P 

V A R H Q P A C N N R B U S 

C E F N O M C M O E C O Z Y 

L Y X N R U S T L I N G R R 

Riddles: 
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Music 

Slowdive, the iconic 1990s 
shoegazer band played at the 
LCR, UEA on February 19th, 
2024. It was a part of the 
óEverything Is Aliveô tour, in 
recognition of their 5th studio 
album of the same name. 
Formed in 1989, Slowdive are 
considered by many as 
pioneers of the shoegaze genre 
of indie/alternative rock: a 
dreamy and distorted 
sound that is created by 
using many guitars whose 
sounds have been distorted 
by using effects pedals, 
which is where the name 
óshoegazerô comes from. 
 
The band is most well 
known for their 2nd studio 
album óSouvlakiô, which 
has been recognised as one 
of the greatest shoegaze 
albums of all time. In 1993 
when it was released, it 
received mixed reviews, 
however over time developed 
recognition as one of the best 

albums of the ó90s. Through 
their first active period from 
1989-1995, the groupôs 
membership was quite 
turbulent, with the band 
forming with five members, 
but gaining and losing multiple 
other members. In 1995, the 
remaining five members 
(different from the original 
five) disbanded, with some 

forming a new group under the 
name Mojave 3. In 2014, five 
of the original group reunited 
and began producing music 
once more, releasing their 4th 
studio album in 2017, their 

first in 22 years. 
 
Last year, Slowdive released 
their fifth studio album 
óEverything Is Aliveô, which 
reached the top ten in 
Belgium, Germany, New 
Zealand, the Netherlands 
and the UK. Leading on 
from this, they launched 
their óEverything Is Aliveô 
tour on the 7th December 
2023, consisting of many 

locations across the world, 
including Norwich. Doors 
opened at 19:30, which gave 
the long line of people time to 
explore the venue and prepare 
for the concert. Slowdiveôs 
opener was another Shoegaze/
Dream pop band called 

%ÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÓ !ÌÉÖÅȡ 
3ÌÏ×ÄÉÖÅ ςπςτ 

About the author: 

 

13 

Emily is a year 13 student 
studying English, History 
and Philosophy, who hopes 
to study English and 
American literature at 
university in hopes of 
becoming a journalist. She 
has been part of the pulp 
team since February 2024 
and enjoys playing video 
games and making fun of 
her cat.  



 

 

óWhitelandsô, who are a 
relatively new band, being 
active from 2018. Originally 
consisting of two members, 
the now four-person group 
takes large inspiration from 
bands such as Slowdive, so 
they were a fitting opener for 
the show. Playing some of 
their popular songs such as 
óCheerô, their soft voices and 
dreamy guitars were a perfect 
opener to set the mood for 
the upcoming concert. 
 
At 21:00, Slowdive started 
their show with óShantyô, the 
first track from their 
óEverything Is Aliveô album, 
which was the second most 
featured album during the 
show, second only to 
Souvlaki. They played a total 
of twelve songs throughout 
the show, which varied 
between their newer material 
and their older material. 

Their most popular song 
óWhen the Sun Hitsô was the 
11th, and penultimate track of 
the show, meaning that there 
had been a suitable 
atmospheric buildup 
beforehand. Their most well 
known song, having recently 
gone óviralô on TikTok, 
generated the largest reaction 
throughout the show, 
especially due to being one of 

their more upbeat songs. 
They closed with their 
popular song ó40 Daysô from 
their album óSouvlakiô. 
However, after about a short 
break and crowd cheering, 
they came back on to play an 
encore of three songs: óSugar 
for the Pillô, óDaggerô, and 
óGolden Hairô (a Syd Barrett 
cover). 
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Film and TV 

Better Call Saul (15+) is one of 
the greatest shows ever aired 
on any streaming site. It is a 
prequel (sequel and even 
midquel) to the Emmy award-
winning show Breaking 
Bad (15+). It follows 
Ex-con artist Jimmy 
McGill and his 
journey going from 
criminal lawyer to the 
criminal lawyer Saul 
Goodman leading to his 
fateful run-in with 
Walter White 
and Jesse 
Pinkman. 
Not only 
does this 

show have some of the most 
well-written plot lines in the 
history of television, but it 
further expands on the 
characters and universe of 
Breaking Bad without ever 
intruding on what 
Breaking Bad set up 
(despite this prequel 
being unplanned by the 
show's creators).  
One of my favourite 
episodes of this show has 
to be the season 4 finale 

ñWinnerò, which I 
believe 
manages to 
demonstrate 
the best 

 

"ÅÔÔÅÒ #ÁÌÌ 3ÁÕÌȡ 
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Average watch time: 3 months  
 

Episodes: 63 (6 seasons) 

Age range: 15 and up  
 

Rating: 5/5 

SEASON FOUR, EPISODE TEN : ñWINNERò 



 

 

parts of the show and heavily 
rewards viewers who have 
seen Breaking Bad with its 
character development.  

One major strength of the 
episode is its perfect 
balancing of two different 
storylines along with its two 
different main characters, 
allowing us to see crucial 
turning points in each 

character which define them 
in the later seasons and their 
Breaking Bad iterations.  
This is seen in Mikeôs first  
on-screen kill (not counting 
flashbacks) in a heart-
wrenching scene that mirrors 
the ending of John 
Steinbackôs novel, Of Mice 
and Men.  Meanwhile, Jimmy 
slowly erodes into a more and 
more deplorable character 
that causes viewers to stop 
sympathising with him, and 
he finishes his own 
transformation into the 
titular ñSaul Goodmanò. Both 
of these acts were not only 
carefully built up throughout 
the series (with Jimmyôs 
transformation being alluded 
to throughout the season) but 
even the episode itself, 
opening with Jimmy getting 
his lawyer licence for the first 
time. 

Not only does this episode 
maintain and improve upon 
the two main characters, but 
the side characters in the 
show are constantly being 
built upon, with Lalo 
Salamancaôs calm, 
charismatic, sociopathic 
tendencies leaking through as 
stalks the equally terrifying 
Gus Fring. But the show also 
has Kim mirror how the 
audience feels throughout the 
episode, watching Jimmy 
become something less and 
less human. 
 
Overall this episode is 
excellently crafted and truly 
exposes the best parts of 
Better Call Saul, containing 
the tenseness, distressed 
emotions and morally grey 
characters that the show is 
best known for.  
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Spoilers for Better 
Call Saul and 
Breaking Bad 
ahead!! 

Do yourself a  
favour and make 
sure you watch  
the shows before 
reading on... 
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About the author: 

The debate over the 
superiority of Classics over 
Modern Literature is one that 
has persisted over time and 
will continue to be debated as 
time goes on. 

The definition of óClassical 
Literatureô finds its origins in 
Ancient Greece and Rome, 
with Greek and Latin 
literature, now evolving ófor 
the literature of any 
language in a period notable 
for the excellence and 
enduring quality of its 
writersô works.ô(1) 

Nowadays, Classical 
Literature often finds itself 
inseparable from the 
association with the upper 
classes. Classical literature 
emerged in Britain around 
the late 17th century and was 
generally reserved for upper-
class individuals who could 
afford the extensive tuition 
required for the study of 
Greek and Latin. 
Furthermore, knowledge of 

these languages was a 
fundamental requirement to 
study at prestigious 
universities (such as Oxford 
and Cambridge University) 
until around the early 20th 
century. This is arguably how 
Classical Literature became a 
staple of stature among the 
upper classes who used it as a 
sign of prestige, status, as 
well as ability to engage with 
sophisticated culture and 
intellectually challenging 
material (2). 

However, particularly during 
the 19th-century Victorian 
era, characterized by its 
emphasis on philanthropic 
ideas of social responsibility, 
there was an increase in 
literary rates in Britain. This 
was due to a surge in public 
libraries, which made classics 
more accessible to all groups 
of people (3). 

Nevertheless, in 21st-century 
Britain, there is still a massive 
polarization between the 

upper-middle and working 
classes, and classics have 
persisted as a distinguished 
tool of class exclusionary 

practice. One example of this 
can be seen through the social 
media platform TikTok, 
where there has been a 
growing óbooktokô 
community.   
Here, discussions around 
literature frequently centre 
on classics, reinforcing their  
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