
16/02/24 
Dear Parents, Carers, Students,  
Staff and Friends of the School 

This week I praised staff for their contribution to one of our key aims, ‘life to the full’.  
 
Exemplifying this...on Wednesday we marked the start of Lent with a wonderful Ash Wednesday ser-
vice led by Deacon Anthony. I  was proud to see students leave the site with the ashes still marked on 
their foreheads.  As we know, in the modern world public displays of faith can require courage. I was 
also touched to hear that students  leaving on one of the school trips had sought out a way to receive 
the ashes before they left. It’s great to hear that students take real ownership of their faith, which we 
aim to nurture throughout their time at the school.  
 
Pupils left for Japan, A-level English students went to see the Colour Purple, A-level dramatists went 
to see Metamophosis at the Lyric Theatre London, the English department invited in DJ Taylor, an 
award winning George Orwell Biographer. He spoke with several Y10 classes studying Animal Farm. 
The biology department held the Olympiad—see below. The technology department  entered the F1 
challenge—see below. We have had inter house football, inter house basketball, auditions for the 
talent show and this evening over 40 6th form pupils will sleep out on the school grounds in order to 
raise money for St Martins Housing Trust. If you wish to donate and send a supportive message, click  
the link: NDHS Sixth Form is fundraising for St Martins Housing Trust (justgiving.com)  
 
Educating beyond the ‘written’ curriculum requires energy and commitment. I hope all staff, pupils 
and where possible, families will be able to re-charge their batteries next week. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Tom Pinnington—Headteacher 

“Lent is a time of grace, a time for conversion, a time to come home 

to God.” 

St. Maximilian Kolbe 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/ndhs-sixth-form-sleep-out-2024
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=8e510bcaad5e164eJmltdHM9MTcwODA0MTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0wZjVlYTQ4Yy0yYzcxLTYwYjEtMTk3Mi1hYjZlMmQzMTYxNzEmaW5zaWQ9NTg1MA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=0f5ea48c-2c71-60b1-1972-ab6e2d316171&psq=lenten+quotes&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2h1cmNocG9wLmNvbS
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=8e510bcaad5e164eJmltdHM9MTcwODA0MTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0wZjVlYTQ4Yy0yYzcxLTYwYjEtMTk3Mi1hYjZlMmQzMTYxNzEmaW5zaWQ9NTg1MA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=0f5ea48c-2c71-60b1-1972-ab6e2d316171&psq=lenten+quotes&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2h1cmNocG9wLmNvbS
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=8e510bcaad5e164eJmltdHM9MTcwODA0MTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0wZjVlYTQ4Yy0yYzcxLTYwYjEtMTk3Mi1hYjZlMmQzMTYxNzEmaW5zaWQ9NTg1MA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=0f5ea48c-2c71-60b1-1972-ab6e2d316171&psq=lenten+quotes&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2h1cmNocG9wLmNvbS


Holocaust Memorial Day 27/01 
On this day each year we remember the 
millions of people murdered in the 
Holocaust, under Nazi Persecution, and in 
the genocides which followed in Cambodia, 
Rwanda, Bosnia, and Darfur.  
 
This year a group of our students were 
invited by the Mayor of Norwich to 
represent our school at a Civic Service. 
Along with students from other schools 
and representatives from different faith 
groups within the city we reflected on the 
lives of people who experienced the 
atrocities of genocide. 
 
The service brought our different communities together and united us with a common goal.  After 
lighting candles, we read out a statement of commitment which inspired us to speak out against 
persecution and hatred.  We also promised to stive for peace throughout the world.  



NDHS University Applications News So Far 
 
We send our best wishes to all Y13 with their plans for 
life after Notre Dame.  The UCAS application window has 
just closed, and in terms of university routes, we are 
delighted that 207 students have already had offers, 
opening up new paths for their futures. 
Included among these are many gaining Russell Group 
offers, and 8 who have been given offers at Oxbridge, 
including two with offers for Oxbridge Medicine, which 
is an especially rare achievement. 

...with our thanks 

University applications are one of the most team-based 
activities in the school, being collated from a wide 
history of GCSE results, wider activity, A-level 
references, careers advice, and subject specialists 
inspiring and supporting (and parents/carers no doubt!),  
 
Special thanks to the excellent support from Norfolk 
County Council "HAS" Scheme, our connection with 
Caius Cambridge, and our close partnership with New 
College Oxford's excellent "Step Up" project  
 
Some of our Y11 are due to start their journey into what 
university might include for them with the annual trip to 
New College Oxford on 13th February. Our thanks to all 
the above support sources, and our best wishes to every 
single NDHS student with their futures. 



F1 In Schools 2024— Regionals 
 
On Thursday, February 15th, we took a group of 16 students from year 10 and year 12 who were study-
ing Product Design or Graphics to compete in the F1 in Schools regionals.  
 
We had a total of three teams participating, one at the development level and two at the professional 
level.  
 
Our first team, MHTB Motorsports, consisted of year 10 students and they performed exceptionally 
well. They were awarded second place overall and received the trophy for research development across 
all classes.  
 

 
The professional level team, Aero, was a mix of year 10 and a year 12 student. They achieved great suc-
cess by winning three trophies. Firstly, they had the fastest car in the professional class. Secondly, they 
were awarded for their lightning reaction time across all classes. Lastly, they received the trophy for the 
best engineered professional car.   
 
The second professional level team, Fast Trax, was made up of all year 12 students. They also had a re-
markable performance and were awarded second place overall. Additionally, they gained the sponsor-
ship and marketing trophy for all classes.  It was truly a wonderful experience to witness our students 
flourish and excel in their respective fields. The team spirit, collaboration, and work ethic displayed by 
all the teams are commendable.   
 
Moving forward, both the Fast Trax and MHTB teams will be preparing for the Nationals in March. We 
hope that next year Aero will entre again as they are outstanding engineers. We are confident that they 
all will continue to showcase their skills and make us proud. 
 
 
Mrs Holden 



World Book Day 

World Book Day is on Thursday, 7 March 

and this year’s theme ‘Your World Book 

Day’. 

To celebrate this, staff across the school will 

be dressing as characters from Children’s 

Classics so look out for their costumes and 

feel free to ask, guess and find out more 

about their book choice and characters. 

There will be prizes for the best dressed 

member of staff and best dressed 

department, so see who you think will be 

the winners! 

As per usual Year 7 will be invited to dress 

up as their favourite book characters. If you 

do not wish to participate, you must come 

to school in normal school uniform. 

There will also be awards for the best 

dressed from each Y7 form, awarded by 

form tutors, as well as a best dressed Y7 

form prize, awarded by HOY.  



A Level Biology Olympiad: 
 
52 Year 13 A-Level Biologists competed in the British Biology Olym-
piad at the start of February.  Two students were awarded Gold, six 
students Silver and 3 students Bronze. These awards place them in 
the top 5%, 10% and 15% of entrants nationally which is fantastic 
news. Another 16 students received Highly Commended or Com-
mended awards. 
 
Our two students with Gold awards (Joe Knee and Stella Mitov) 
now have the opportunity to compete to represent Britain in the 
International Biology Olympiad in Kazakhstan in July.  
 

Frances Goswell, Head of Biology 
 

 

An Assembly Reflection on Hope, Anger and Courage 

Through a recent assembly with Mr Stevens, Key Stage Three students reflected on a reading from the 

Gospel of Mark (1:29-39). In the gospel, Jesus sets an example by ‘preaching’ and ‘casting out devils’. 

In our assembly, Mr Stevens encouraged students to think about how we might follow Jesus’ example 

by confronting hatred or unkindness in our modern lives. An action students can sometimes take is to 

make use of the tools online that help to block and report bullying, trolling or online abuse.  

Mr Stevens showed students a useful webpage on the Childline website that provides practical advice 

for how to block and report bullying or sexting on each of the various apps students might be familiar 

with.  

 

This webpage can be 
found here: Bullying on 
social media | Childline    
Mr Stevens also remind-

ed students about the 

need to be responsible 

and sensible online – es-

pecially when many social 

media apps have age re-

strictions that mean they 

ought not to be using 

them yet at all.  

The assembly included the quote from St Augustine above. We used it as an opportunity to reiterate 

our ambition for our young people – that they leave school with more than just exam results, but the 

moral character to change our world for the better.  

 
Stella Mitov Gold 

Joe Knee Gold 

Charli Joseph Silver 

Leah Walker Silver 

Ellie Wagstaff Silver 

Florence Adams Silver 

Nicole Kaszczak Silver 

Isobel George Silver 

Ethan Cubero Bronze 

Louis Howard Bronze 

Demi May Wright Bronze 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/types-bullying/bullying-social-media/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/types-bullying/bullying-social-media/
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